Ms. Banuelos/Mrs.Wilensky
2013-2014

AP English Literature and Composition, 2013-2014

Summer Assignment

Congratulations on selecting to take a challenging, yet rewarding English class during your senior year.  You will need to get these books on your own at a public library or you may purchase them at a bookstore or online. We highly recommend you purchase them since it will allow you to write in them and get the full college-like experience.  
Step 1: Read one novel from summer reading list A 

List A:

A Brave New World by Aldous Huxley (British Lit)

Wuthering Heights by Emile Bronte (British Lit)

Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad (British Lit)

Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoevsky (World Lit: Russian)

One Hundred Years of Solitude by Gabriel Garcia Marquez (World Lit: Colombian)

Cry, the Beloved Country by Alan Paton (World Lit: South African)

The Age of Innocence by Edith Wharton (Classic American Lit)

Catch-22 by Joseph Heller (Classic American Lit)

Song of Soloman by Toni Morrison (Contemporary American Lit: African-American) 

The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan (Contemporary American Lit: Asian-American)

Ceremony by Leslie Marmon Silko (Contemporary American Lit: Native-American)

All the Pretty Horses by Cormac McCarthy (Contemporary American Lit)
Step 2:  Read one play from summer reading list B 
List B:

Oedipus Rex by Sophocles (World Lit- Greek)
A Doll’s House by Henrik Ibsen (World Lit-Norwegian)
Hamlet by William Shakespeare (British Lit)
Merchant of Venice by William Shakespeare (British Lit)
Dr. Faustus by Christopher Marlowe (British Lit)
The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams (American Lit)
Long Day’s Journey into Night by Eugene O’Neill (American Lit)

The Piano Lesson by August Wilson (American Lit)
(See reverse side for more information)

Step 3:  Summer Writing Assignment #1: (Due by the 1st week of school)

· Complete novel/play review sheets. Copies of these are available on our websites. See the addresses below.

· In addition, you will be required to complete a timed writing on the novel you read during the first week of school so you will need to demonstrate your knowledge of the book. To prepare for this timed writing, annotate your text for literary devices and analyze as many themes as possible. You will not be allowed to use any notes or the book during the timed writing.  We will share models with you and discuss the structure of your essay during before you are asked to write about the novel.  
Step 4: Summer Writing Assignment #2: (Due by the 1st week of school)
· Keep a reading journal/dialectical journal for each text (that means the novel and the play).  Analyze quotes, figurative language, themes, characters and literary devices employed by the author.  Analyze text structure and figurative language, comment on characterization and arising themes/motifs.  For plays you may also wish to consider analyzing stage directions, scene sequences, soliloquies/monologues and symbolism.  For each text, complete at least 15 entries in your reading journal.   See models we have posted online.
Highly Recommended Purchases: (Amazon.com is an affordable way to purchase used books.)

McMullen, Douglas, ed.  The Princeton Review: Cracking the AP English Literature Exam, 2008 Edition. New York: Random House Publishers, 2008.   (any edition will work)
Murfin, Ross and Supryia Ray.  The Bedford Glossary of Critical and Literary Terms.  New York: Bedford St. Martin’s Publishers, 2003.    

Contacts:
If you have any questions, concerns, or comments, please feel free to email Ms. Banuelos at kbanuelos@sandi.net or Mrs. Wilensky at lwilensky@sandi.net.  We should respond within two days.  

IMPORTANT REMINDER: You may also wish to check our class websites every once in a while for updates and to download important documents for the course. You can find them at www.mhsaplit2014.wordpress.com or www.aplitmorse.weebly.com         
Have fun with this assignment!  It will be due the first week of school in September.

