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From the third essay of Letters from an American Farmer

‘What attachment can a poor European emigrant have for a country
where he had nothing? The knowledge of the language, the love of a
few kindred as poor as himself, were the only cords that tied him: his
country is now that which gives him land, bread, protection, and
consequence. Ubi panis ibi patria® is the motto of all emigrants.
‘What then is the American, this new man? He is cither an European,
or the descendant of an European, hence that strange mixture of
blood, which you will find in no other country. I could point out to
you a family whose grandfather was an Englishman, whose wife was
‘Dutch, whose son married a French woman, and whose present four
sons have now four wives of different nations. He is an American,
who, leaving behind him all his ancient prejudices and manners,
receives new ones from the new mode of life he has embraced, the
‘government he obeys, and the new rank he holds. He becomes an
American by being received in the broad lap of our great Alma
Mater:* Here individuals of all nations are melted into a new race of
‘men, whose labors and posterity will one day cause great changes in
the world. Americans are the western pilgrims, who are carrying
along with them that great mass of arts, sciences, vigor, and industry
‘which began long since in the cast; they willfinish the great circle
The Americans were once scattered all over Europe; here they arc
incorporated into one of the finest systems of population which has
ever appeared, and which will hereafter become distinct by the
power of the different climates they inhabit. The American ought
therefore to love this country much better than that wherein cither
he or his forefathers were bom. Here the rewards of his industry
follow with equal steps the progress of his labor; his labor is founded
on the basis of nature, selfinterest; can it want a stronger allurement?
‘Wives and children, who before in vain demanded of him 2 morsel of
bread, now, fat and frolicsome, gladly help their father to clear those

“Where bread I, there is one’s county.
“ beloved mother
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felds whence exuberant crops are to arise to feed and to clothe them
all; without any part being claimed, cither by a despotic prince, a rich
abbot, or a mighty lord. Here religion demands but litdle of him; a
small voluntary salary to the minister, and gratitude to God; can he
refuse these? The American is a new man, who acts upon principles;
he must thercfore entertain new ideas, and form new opinions. From
involuntary idleness, servile dependence, penury, and useless labor,
he has passed to toils of a very different nature, rewarded by ample
subsistence. —This is an American.

—Hector St. John de Crévecocur
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1. Which of the following best describes the
author's view of America?

@ A melting pot

(B) Lacking in prejudices
(©) Devoid of principles
@) Class conscious

® lLawless

2. How can this sclection be best

() An eloquent expression of the

B) A charming narrative
(© An ironic discourse.
@) A subtle criticism of the new Ameri-

® A commentary directed at reforming.

3. Which of the following is not a reason for
Americans to love this country more than
that of their ancestors?

) Religion demands litle of them.

@) Rewards follow their labor.

(© Abbors, princes, or lords do not
confiscate crops.

@) ‘The labor of Americans is founded
upon their own selfinteres.

® Charity is frecly given.

4.

In this sentence, *From involuntary
idleness, servile dependence, penury, and
useless labor, he has passed to toils of a

very different nature, sewarded by ample
subsistence.” (ines 36-39), what is the.

‘meaning of the word “penury™

@) Largess
® Imprisonment
(© Destitution

@) Hard work

® Corporal punishment

Why is there a semicolon after the word

“Burope,” in the following sentence: “The

Americans were once scattered all over

Europe; here they are incorporated into

onc of the finest systems of population

which has ever appeared, and which will

hereafter become distinct by the power of

the different climates they inhabit™?

(&) To set off two or more independent
clauses

®) To separate items in a scrics

(© To separate parentherical clements.
(D) To establish a new thought
@ To set off an introductory phrase

How does the author describe the
“American’?

&) A hardworking person

(B A new principled person
(© An indolent individual

(@) A classconscious person
® An educated individual
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CHAPTER 2

7. What does de Crévecoeur say he had in
common with Americans when he came to

this country?
(&) Farming skills and some money
®) Education and desire

(© Language and poor relatives
@) Religion and education

® Wife and children

8. Which of the following is a source of 2
new prejudice that an American will
embrace?

@ Retigion
(B) Race

(© National origin

®) American goverment
(B) Class structure

9. What is the best synonym for the word
“exuberant” as it is used in this sentence:
“Wives and children, who before in vain
demanded of him a morsel of bread, now,
fat and frolicsome, gladly help their futher
to clear those fields whence exuberant
crops are to arise to feed and to clothe
them all; without any part being claimed,
cither by a despotic prince, a rich abbor,
or a mighty lord"?

@  sparse
® Abundant
© Harvested
® Withered
® Enthusiastic

10. Which statement best presents the writer's
theme?

@) Americans will be sclfabsorbed.

® ‘The new nation will become
imperialistic.

(© America will cause worldwide
changes.

@) American citizens will develop a rigid
elass structure.

) ‘The people will destroy their own.
country because of their excesses.








