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                    Documentary Project: Option A
Purpose: The purpose of your documentary is to uncover a social injustice or to promote social change about an issue that is currently affecting youth.  
What is social justice?

Social justice is the movement towards eliminating oppression and ultimately achieving equality in the distribution of goods and wealth among all groups in a society.  Oppression could involve: 

· Exploitation: unfair practices that benefit a person in power

· Marginalization: groups pushed out of society who then struggle to earn a living

· Powerlessness: lack of social authority and power

· Cultural imperialism: using a dominant group’s experience as the norm for all other groups

· Violence: when one person or group makes another submit to their acts of force
Social injustice is critical for a healthy, happy life.  It has been shown that through corruption and discrimination some people gain unequal benefits.  We should remove barriers that people fact because of gender, age, race, ethnicity, religion, culture or disability in order to improve the lives of all youth.

Topics you may consider:  racism, discrimination, consumerism, unfair educational practices, media representations, the Dream Act, lack of representation in the media or school curriculum, etc.  
Documentary Requirements: (300 pts)
· Must be at least 1o minutes long.  

· Must include text that helps convey the message.  

· Must be persuasive.  Demonstrate that you understand the concept of ethos, pathos and logos.   

· Include several sources of evidence such as video clips, interviews, cite articles or research done on this topic.  
· Music is critical to creating the proper mood for the audience. Select music that reflects your topic.

· Be sure to select a diverse group of people to interview. Your interviewees do not need to be students at Morse and should not be all AP/Honors students, especially those in AP Lit.
· The Five elements of Documentary (see dvworkshops.com)
· 1) Interviews 
· 2) Cutaways 
· 3) "Chill Footage" 
· 4) Process Footage 
· 5) Archive
· All group members must submit a one page explanation of their role in creating the documentary. 
· As a group you compile an abstract that describes the ways in which your documentary has been designed to persuade the audience to care about the issue. Specifically discuss the techniques you used, how you selected people to interview and discuss your findings about the issue.  This should be 2-3 pages.  (100 points)
